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Dear members and friends of St. Matthew’s,   
 

1An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah,  2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the 
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 3and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah 
by Tamar, … 5and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, …And David 
was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah,… 16and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, 
of whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah.    Matthew 1:1-16 selected 

 

List of names: Why in the world are they in the Bible?  Lists are a part of our daily lives.  They are 
made to help us remember things.  As we approach Christmas, we no doubt have lists of people 
to send cards to or buy gifts for.  We find lists at churches, too.  In our “In Remembrance” book in 
the cabinet along the corridor in the back, we have lists of names of people in whose memory the 
sanctuary was furnished.  We have books and books listing the names of those who were mem-
bers, baptized, married, and buried here at St. Matthew’s.  Chances are every one of us is on a 
church list.  The church is very good at making lists.  But why is it such an important part of our 
faith?  

Unfortunately, some lists intentionally leave names off.  For example, there may be one or two 
people we have taken off our Christmas list over the years, people who have upset us or people 
from whom we have become estranged.  There are folks we want to forget.  And there are also 
people we simply neglect or overlook because we are not attentive or are lazy or simply because 
they were easy to miss. 

What I like about the list in Matthew are the names that it doesn’t forget or exclude: 

Father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar;  Father of Boaz by Rahab 
Father of Obed by Ruth; Father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 

- - - - Joseph the husband of Mary 
 

Of course, the list is still incomplete; but, it seems that Matthew made a special effort not to forget 
a handful of women who played an important role in our faith story, names that others might not 
have wanted to associate with Jesus or their church.  Luke’s gospel, for example, has a list of 
names like this but it contains no reference to Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, or Bathsheba, nor to any other 
women whatsoever.  It would have been very easy for Matthew to do the same.  Not only are 
these the names of women, and women were not supposed to count when tracing family lineage, 
but these particular women were implicated in unhappy and unsavoury events: Rape, prostitution, 
marital unfaithfulness, pregnancy outside of wedlock, even murder.  Imagine!  Jesus, the king of 
the Jews, even the Son of God, had foremothers like these!   

There may be folks missing from our lists for all kinds of reasons, but they remain on God’s list, 
maybe at the top.  Not being on our list doesn’t make them disappear but it does make our lives 
smaller and poorer.  Our lives are made smaller and poorer when we don’t have room for other 
human beings whose lives are different from ours, but whose struggles and shortcomings, if we 
are honest, resemble too closely our own.  We are poorer and smaller, because when we lose 
sight of these people, we also lose sight of the multitude and myriad ways God loves, redeems 
and restores.  

This November we spent time remembering a special set of lists, lists we find all over Canada in 
Churches, in parks, under archways, in public buildings, or engraved on public monuments.  They 
are the lists of the names of the men and women who fought and died in the wars of this country. 
This is a very poignant year for members of the Canadian armed forces who served in Afghani-
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Did you miss these recent services? 

• Oct. 24: Video recording:  Anniversary Sunday. Message based Jeremiah 31, God's announcement of a joyful 
homecoming.  

• Oct. 31: Video recording:.  Message on Family, Friendship, Loyalty by Karen Jarvis 
• Nov. 07: Video recording:  Remembrance Day service on why things should be remembered. 

• Nov. 14: Video recording:  Sermon titled: Provoking Good. 

stan.  We remember the regular processions down the Highway of Heroes that not long ago conveyed coffin af-
ter coffin with the remains of a Canadian soldier.  Each convoy represented a name.  Some of the names we 
were closely connected to. We do not want to forget them.  If we did, we might forget ourselves and who we are. 

By the grace of God, our community is not at war.  By the grace of God, none of us are currently being called to 
lay down our lives or to suffer the loss of a loved one.  Because if we are being spared such a loss, I believe we 
are being called to make lists and to remember those who lived through what we have been spared from.  We 
are called to remember each of those people on each of our lists, the lists on Remembrance Day, and the lists of 
people from our lives and communities, those we love and those we hate, those who measured up and those 
that fell short, those that lived a full life and those who died early, those who served and those who mourn.  

Here is Good News.  Jesus came to this world to tell us that our name, too, is on a list.   Our names are written in 
the Book of Life.  Your name and my name.  No one is left off and our deeds of love and faith and courage are 
not forgotten. God cherishes that list.  Let us cherish our lists, too.  
 

Peace  like a river,  

Rev. David Kim-Cragg  ᐊᐧᐦᑯᐦᑐᐃᐧᐣ  wahkohtowin;  Minister at St. Matthew’s United Church (he/him)   

David’s Dialogue (Continued from page 1) 

Upcoming Services & Activities: 
• Craft Group meets each Tuesday at 1:30 pm in Room 101. 

• Wednesday Coffee Hours. Meet your church friends online using Zoom each Wednesday at 10 am us-

ing this link. Or join by phone using this information:  PH: 647 558 0588, Meeting ID: 824 2541 1605; 

Passcode: 490241 

• Nov. 24 CEO meeting at 7 pm in Room 101. 

• Nov. 28 Cash Cards – Get your next cash card order ready for Nov. 28th.  This date should ensure we have 

your cards back the following Sunday.  Don’t forget those Christmas gifts cards the kids and grandkids look 

forward to (ex. Walmart, Amazon, iTunes), as well as the small denomination cards (Tim Horton’s, et al) 

that many of us use as a quick thank you to our service providers, paper delivery person, and others! There 

are 2 new cards that act as pre-paid credit cards for a small group of stores. These are the HAPPY CARDS at 

the end of the order sheet which is found on our website (soon) and printed in the Narthex. 

• November 28 – Advent 1 with Communion  

• December 5 – Advent 2 – White Gift Sunday 

•  Dec 5th  Mini-BAZAAR to be held after service in the hall.  Packaged cookes, baked goods, some crafts and 

knitting and beef pies in two sizes. 

• Foot Clinic: Dec. 8:  from 9 to 1. Contact Vicki White to schedule an appointment.  

• Saturday, December 11 – Christmas Dinner—Chose take out or eat-in!  Bill Hurdman has tickets which are 

$20 each and is taking orders.  Eat-in starts at 5:30 pm and you must have proof of vaccination.  

• December 12 – Advent 3  

• December 19 – Advent 4 – Carol Service.   The bell donated by Joanne Gray, in memory of her mother, will 

be dedicated during this service. 

• Friday, December 24. Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm with Communion. 

• Sunday, December 26.  Regular service at 10:30 am.  

https://youtu.be/HPJrtkJ8hRg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PolWsXMo6dQ
https://youtu.be/DRuk2lYm0zc
https://youtu.be/moY9kpbdvi0
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82425411605?pwd=SFZ4azZjM3pERTN3b2dPVW9IWEdPdz09
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• Please bake some cookies for the mini-bazaar.  These will be packaged in assort-

ments and sold at the mini-bazaar as a COVID-safe alternative to the cookie walk. 

• For the bake table, please make and bring these items: Squares, Pies, and bread.  
 

THANIKING YOU IN ADVANCE  - Bertha Mohl 

Volunteers needed now for MINI BAZAAR 

Recipe for Life 

Directions: 

Mix  the ingredients thoroughly adding tears of joy and 

sorrow, and sympathy for others.  Fold in 4 cups of Prayer. 

Add Faith to lighten your load and to raise your life to 

greater heights of Godly living.  

After pouring all of this mixture into your daily life, bake 

well with the heat of human kindness.   

Serve with a smile.  
 

                 Submitted with love and hope by Bertha Hurdman 

Ingredients: 

1 cup of Good Thoughts 

1 cup of Kind Deeds 

1 cup of Consideration for Others 

2 cups of Sacrifice 

3 cups well beaten Faults 

Results of the “Fill a Purse for a Sister” Campaign 

The “Fill A Purse For A Sister” Campaign brings comfort, hope and dignity to women in crisis 
shelters with gifts of Purses filled with personal 
necessities.  Angel Freedman is the founder of 
this campaign.  She used to be a Richmond Hill 
resident but now lives in Stouffville.   Her mis-
sion is to promote awareness especially around 
domestic violence and “make this a better world, 
one community at a time”.  Members of the York 
Regional Police will be helping to distribute the 
purses to local shelters, rape crisis centres and 
women’s services organizations. 

The trunk of my car is full with your donations to this CEO-sponsored effort!  A big thank you to 
all who contributed to the Fill A Purse A Purse For A Sister Campaign.  We received 19 filled 
purses as well as many other essential contributions.  All were delivered on Tues., November 16. 

 
Thank you again!    Valery McMurdo 
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
Work being done around the church.  Bill Hurdman has been a busy bee,  Here are some of the 

things I’ve found him working on when I went to the office during the last few weeks 

• He’s secured a photo of our former minister the Rev. Warren Ball and has framed and hung it on the 

wall that showcases all of our ministers throughout the years..  He’s now in the process of getting 

Warren’s name engraved on a little plaque to be attached to the picture frame. 

• He’s fixed the leaking faucet and taps in the handicap washroom on the main floor and now he’s 

working on the urinal in the men’s washroom. It may be fixed by the time you read this.. 

• In his spare time, he worked on a new rental for a group called Rooks to Cooks which teaches chil-

dren the joy of cooking. That should be a good rental starting in 2022. 

• And a special thanks to him from Valery and myself for fixing the file cabinet drawers in the office 

desk. They are filled with legal-size folders and documents and would not stay closed. But strangely, 

every time I worked near them, I’d bang my knee into the open drawer.  Now we have cabinets that 

stay closed and no more hurt knees.  Thanks Bill for all your efforts! 
 

Decoration in the Sanctuary! 

• Did you happen to notice the wreaths and huge plant that the Korean congregation had in the sanc-

tuary for their recent anniversary service?  They were just gorgeous!  And they appear to have had a 

very helpful hand by adding floral arrangements in our sanctuary for all of us to admire.  
 

Do you have news or an item of interest to share with the congregation?   
Please send it to the editor for a  future newsletter edition. 

From the Old Farmer's Almanac 
You may be interested in reading various articles in the Old Farmer’s Almanac.  It used to be a house-

hold and farmer’s guide for planting. Today, many people still refer to it for frost dates, first planting 

dates, and advice on growing plants and flowers and of course, vegetables. But is contains a lot more.  

Just be cautious not to take their offers of “getting rid of pain xyz” as they do sell advertising space on 

their site.   Here’s some recent articles that may be of interest: 

- Growing aloe vera. How To Care For Aloe Vera Plants. By The Editors  

- How to care for lavender in winter. Overwintering Lavender Indoors & Outdoors. By Robin Sweetser  

- How to store vegetables and fruit to keep it fresh. A Guide To Storing Produce Inside (And Outside) 

The Refrigerator. By Catherine Boeckmann  

- Forcing bulbs indoors for winter blooms. By Robin Sweetser.  BTW: I’ll be trying to force bulbs soon 

so that I can have fresh blooms and flowers this winter.  I’ll let you know how it goes. 

Shop at our Mini-Bazaar— Dec. 5th after service 

Plan to stay an extra half hour after church on Dec. 5th so you can tour the hall and take a look at what 

you might want to buy for yourself or a friend or relative.  Even something you could give as a hostess 

gift if you are invited to join others for a holiday meal!    
 

To help you plan, here are some of the items you’ll find at the Mini-Bazaar this year: 

• Packages of mixed cookies to buy and provide your Christmas visitors with a variety of treats. 

• Meat pies!  We’ll have beef pies in both a small and large sizes. 

• Knitted goods and a few sewn goods. 

• A few crafts including cards and bookmarks.   

• Kitchen Scrubbies from the Health Ministry.   And who knows, maybe a few surprises. 

https://www.almanac.com/plant/aloe-vera
https://www.almanac.com/lavender-winter-care
https://www.almanac.com/how-store-vegetables-and-fruit
https://www.almanac.com/how-store-vegetables-and-fruit
https://www.almanac.com/forcing-bulbs-indoors-winter-blooms.

