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Dear members and friends of St. Matthew’s,   

Mark 5:41  He took her by the hand and said to her, "Talitha cum," which means, "Little girl, get up!  
 

There are three times when Mark allows us to hear the language that Jesus 
spoke.  The rest of the time, Mark’s gospel is written in Greek and translates 
Jesus’ words into that language.  The passage above is the first time Mark lets 
Jesus speak in his mother tongue, Aramaic.  Later, Jesus will say to a man 
who was deaf and mute, “ephphatha!” which is Aramaic for “be opened!”  And 
the man’s mouth and ears were opened!  And then on the cross Jesus cries, 
“Eloi,  Eloi,  lema sabachthani?”, which means “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?”   Why would Mark choose these three moments to pull 
back the curtain on Jesus’ language and give us a peak at his distinct ethnicity 
and culture?  There must have been a special power in these moments and in 
Jesus’ language that he would share them direct and untranslated. 
 

There are many among us in North America who, like Jesus in the Gospel of 
Mark, speak a language that is different from the common language that sur-
rounds them (which is English in our case).  These languages have tremen-
dous meaning for those that speak them.  They capture memories of childhood 
and the wisdom spoken by elders of a different time and place. This is part of 
the reason why Canadian residential schools were such a crime: they stole 
languages from indigenous children, languages that carried knowledge, history 
and the power to heal.  That indigenous people are working hard to reclaim 
their language is good news for everyone.  Meewasin!, which in Cree means, 
“it is good!” 
 

Languages, no matter where they are from, are precious.  The other day, Vicki 
White brought a pile of crossword puzzles to church to share with her friend, 
Helen Smith.  Many of us enjoy crossword puzzles or other games that involve 
language, like Scrabble.  Such games are good for the brain and keep us 
healthy.  Reading books is fun, too.  And poetry has the power to touch our 
souls.  Puzzles, novels and poetry are great ways to spend our summer!  Lan-
guages have power to heal.  Mark and Jesus knew that languages have the 
power to make us whole.  At St. Matthew’s, let’s honour languages of all kinds 
and keep our hearts and our communities healthy and happy. 
 

Peace  like a river,  

Rev. David Kim-Cragg  ᐊᐧᐦᑯᐦᑐᐃᐧᐣ  wahkohtowin 

Minister at St. Matthew’s United Church (he/him) 

Missed a service?  Watch Services for June 20th to July 11th. 

David’s Dialogue 

• Worship 20 June 2021 A celebration of the Indigenous Day of Prayer. Service by Naomi Knight.. 

• Worship 27 June 2021 A Story about Taking a Risk. Service by Helen Smith.  

• Worship 04 July 2021 The sermon is entitled “There Has Been a Prophet Among Them“ 

• Worship 11 July 2021 The sermon speaks about being called see one another despite our differences. 

https://youtu.be/bYUmqqPvKEw
https://youtu.be/WRbiem08fb8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQqhMkhKiHA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVORUBkeMYg
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Thank you for supporting the Health Ministry’s Walkathon    
 

The Health Ministry had 12 walkers for the May walk-a-thon but the effort had several people 
also send direct contributions in support of the Health Ministry and its efforts. I’m sure Rev. Da-
vid’s 15 kilometre walking sermon on May 6th played a big role bu providing such an innovative 
way to celebrate the walk-a-thon!  
 
The results?  Our Treasurer, Rick Knight, has noted that over $4,200 was donated in support of 
Health Ministry and its walkathon!  Thanks to the walkers and to all those that gave support! 

We had 124 orders for this wonderful tasting and filling dinner!  One order of 4 was not 
picked up. They really missed out on an excellent meal!  
 

Thank you all for your support.  And THANKS to Bill Hurdman for  
organizing the event and doing the shopping, cooking as well as mak-
ing some of the salads.  Many others helped as well—from slicing the 

meat, making the other salads, prepping strawberries, packing the dinners and working 
curbside pickup.  Our profit from this event raised $1,505.79 which will be a big boost to 
our church income.  

Thanks for supporting our Strawberry Supper with Curbside Pickup! 

For information on a health-related matter, contact Linda Alldred-Johnson by email at lindaalldred@hotmail.com or 
phone (416) 559-6539 or (905) 883-4056. 

Get Your Second Dose of Vaccine Early!  
Everyone 12 and older is now eligible to get both doses of the COVID vaccine!  We encourage you to get both 
doses of your vaccine as soon as you can.  Remember to check the site in mid afternoon as cancellations that 
came in tend to be posted by then and a few openings become available. Studies suggest that two weeks after 
your second dose, you have well over 90% protection with both Pfizer and Moderna!  Yes, we may all need 
booster shots; but, this is nothing new. We take yearly flu shots as the flu also has several changing variants.  
• Booking Your Vaccine  NEW ONTARIO LINK or  York Region Link.   

• York Region's Health Site:  LINK 

Lay readers wanted! 

Have you been a lay reader?  If so,  Helen 
Smith will be contacting  you to confirm that 
you want to continue.  
 

Would you like to become a lay reader?  The  
worship committee is also interested in find-
ing new volunteers, so if anyone in our con-
gregation would like to be a lay reader in the 
2021-2022 year, please contact the church 
office or Naomi Knight. Contact details  for 
Naomi: Phone : 905) 770-8505).. Email: 
ne_knight@hotmail.com   
 
Submitted by Naomi Knight, Chair of Worship 

News from the Pews 
Three of my plants took a prize in a 
recent Flower Show. Do you have 
recent news you’d like to share?  
Send a note and photos to the  
editor! 

mailto:lindaalldred@hotmail.com
https://www.ontario.ca/bookvaccine
https://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/health/yr/immunizations/covid19vaccinationclinics/04covid19vaccinationclinics/
https://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/health/yr/
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Bored?  Entertain yourself with these ideas!  

I attended a meeting recent and the speaker was a po-
lice office in charge of Senior Safety. Her name was Dan-
ielle. It was a good talk, so I passed her information to 
Linda. Danielle also shared this useful link to help us 
know more about fraud. Click here to check out the re-
sources on the bottom of this webpage and the 4 videos 
on fraud that are linked from the large pictures that ro-
tate at the top. 
 
Richmond Hill comes to life this summer with drive-in 
concerts and movies, and drive thru Ribfest! Visit Rich-
mondHill.ca/SummerSeries for the full event schedules. 
- Movies in the Parking Lot: Take your family to a pop
-up drive in at Hillcrest Mall and join us for a night time 
family movie. Registration for the first two drive in mov-
ies starts August 9. 
- Drive-thru Ribfest is July 23 to 25th. Register to get 
your lick-smacking ribs now.  

- Concerts in the Parking Lot: The July slots are 
booked but soon the August registration for singers will 
be announced.  And you can always check back in case 
some July slots become available. These happen on 
Thursdays until September at the Richmond Hill GO sta-
tion parking lot.  
 
Jack-in-the Pulpits. Have you seen any of these inter-
esting plants while taking a walk?  Please let me know 
where they were and if you have a photo, send it to the 
editor!  Many thanks!  
 
Make yourself happier. Give the above ideas a try!  
Submitted by Doreen Coyne 

Financial update for the period ending June 30 
Submitted by Rick Knight 
 

Our deficit as of June 30 is over $13,000.  Giving’s are down – remember we 
still need your contributions over the summer and expenses are up since we 
have a full time minister for all of 2021.   

The Health Ministry’s fund is now up due to the great success and sup-
port of the walk-a-thon which raised $4,200.  The  Strawberry Supper will 
contribute $1,505 to our income as you’ll read in this newsletter.     

                 

 

Income 2021 ytd 2020 ytd Difference 

Congregational Giving’s $45,100 $48,763 $-3,662 

Covid Wage Subsidy $9,370 $7,697 $1,672 

Use of Building $14,925 $7,763 $7,163 

Fundraising & Other $3,124 $3,984 $-860 

Total Income $72,519 $68,207 $4,312 

Ministry Expenses $58,752 $49,528 9,224 

Building Expenses $26,992 $23,829 $3,163 

Total Expense $85,744 $73,357 $12,387 

NET Income (Loss) $-13,226 $-5,150 $-8,075 

A friend, Ingrid Sunar, sent me these pho-

tos of the Peonies at the McLatchy Garden 

at the Performing Arts Centre. Beautiful! 

“Summer is the 
annual  

permission slip to 
be lazy.  

To do nothing 
and have it 

count for some-
thing. To lie in 
the grass and 

count the stars.  
To sit on a 

branch and study 
the clouds.”  

 

— Regina Brett 

https://www.antifraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca/index-eng.htm
https://www.richmondhill.ca/en/things-to-do/events.aspx
https://www.richmondhill.ca/en/things-to-do/events.aspx

